CHAPTER V

RUNNING HIS ESTATES

Reforms in the Duchy of Cornwall. Tree-planting for the
unemployed, An example to all landlords. Fellow Albertans.
Description of private quarters at York House.

IN a preceding chapter various references have been
made to the Prince of Wales's supervision of his
estates. At this point there arrives an opportunity
of discussing this aspect of his activities in more detail.
Although plans for the development of his property
had frequently been interrupted by his tours, they were
among his first thoughts on each occasion of his return.
The large estates he owned in Cornwall claimed a
continually active interest. When he was resident in
London he was in touch with the Duchy through his
comptroller, and many of the improvements there were
dkectly due to the sums of money he had devoted to
its greater prosperity. An object of particular enthu-
siasm was the encouragement of well-run small-holdings.
We have already seen him using his eyes in France and
Flanders when he was on active service there. He was
not slow to observe the benefits of intensive land-
cultivation. With the problems of peace-time pressing
so urgently for solution, the system commended itself
even more insistently.

Before the war a steady movement had begun in
favour of increasing the number of occupying cultivators
of the soil, a movement which was consolidated by
legislation. After 1918 the problem of the ex-service
men gave further impetus to the movement, and it was
chiefly on their account that the Prince of Wales advo-
cated its support. A succession of Land Settlement